


I have, or someone I know in 
Maine has, lost a job or income 
during the COVID pandemic.

YES NO





In terms of my financial well-being 
a year from now, I expect to be 
better off, worse off, or about the 
same as I am now.

BETTER WORSE ABOUT
OFF OFF THE

SAME





How much more likely is it that 
Black Mainers have contracted 
COVID-19 compared to white 
Mainers? 

2x 4x 12x

20x 32x



Black or 
African 

American 
Mainers are 

20x More 
Likely to Have 

COVID-19
25

503

Maine COVID-19 Cases by Race Per 10,000 People

White Black



How many years did it take the 
bottom 20 percent of households 
based on income to return to pre-
recession levels of income after 
the last recession?

2 yrs 4 yrs 6 yrs

8 yrs >10 yrs



How many years did it take the top
5 percent of households based on 
income to return to pre-recession 
levels of income after the last 
recession?

2 yrs 4 yrs 6 yrs

8 yrs >10 yrs







Maine faces an $883 million revenue 
shortfall in the next two-year budget 
cycle. Which statement comes closer 
to your view on how to address this 
recession-induced shortfall?

a.  Maine needs a budget that cuts 
spending and avoids any tax increase

b. Maine needs a budget that provides 
adequate funding for public services 
such as education, even if it requires a 
tax increase



During the last recession, my 
organization cut jobs or services 
due to a reduction in public 
funding or changes in program 
eligibility.

YES NO



States that kept their public workforce saw job growth 
during the Great Recession





MECEP is a nonpartisan research and policy organization dedicated to improving the 
economic well-being of low- and moderate-income Mainers. We provide citizens, 

policymakers, advocates, and media with credible and rigorous economic analysis that 
advances economic justice and prosperity for all Maine people.


